
NOAA/NMFS Developments 

Financial Assistance to Tuna Vessels 
in IATTC Regulated Area Is Restricted 

Until further notice the Nati o na l 
Oceanic a nd Atmospheric Adminis­
tration wil l not provide financi a l ass is­
ta nce th a t "' o u ld significantly increase 
the ha nestin g capac it y o f \essels in 
the yello", fin tun a fishery in an a rea o f 
the Pac ific regulated b) th e Inter­
American Trop ica l Tuna Com mi s­
sio n (lATTCl. o f which th e United 
States is a membe r . The regulated a rea 
i~ roughl) t\\ O a nd o ne- ha lf times th e 
s ize o f the land mass of the con­
ti guo us .+R State~ . 

The Co mmerce De pa rtme nt age ncy 
h a~ declared th e ye llowfin tun a fishery 
in the regulated a rea a "conditi o na l 
fishery. " \\ hich is d efi ned in Comme rce 
Depa rtmen t regulations as a fis he ry 
where there a re a lread y more th a n 
enoug h ve~se l s to ha n est the avail­
ab le ca tc h . The restriction o n financial 
ass is ta nce i~ a utoma ti c upo n such a 
dec laration . The restriction differ for 
each fi nancia l a~s i s t a nce program a nd 
are defined in th e regul a ti o ns cover­
IIlg th e indi\ idual program . 

Two financia l assis ta nce programs 
a ffec ted by th l ~ ac ti o n are curren tl ) 
admini s tered by OAA 's National 
M a rin e Fisherie~ Se rvice - the Fish­
in g Vessel Obliga ti o n Guarantee Pro­
gram and the Fishing Ve~ . e l Capit a l 
Cons truc ti on Fund Program . The first 
program provides a Federal gua ra n­
tee for obl igati o ns. fi na ncing. o r 
refina nc in g (for up to 15 yea rs) 75 pe r ­
ce nt of th e cos t of construc tin g. re­
constru c tin g. or reconditioning .S. 
com me rci a l fishing vesse ls of a t least 
five ne t ton·s. The second program is 
o ne under which Federal income taxes 
o n fi s hin g vc~~c l income may be de­
fe rred in connection wi th constru ct in g. 
reconstructin g. or under certa in condi ­
tions. acqUiring U.S. co mmerc ia l fish­
in g vesse ls o f a t leas t fivc net to ns. 

I'vIFS Direc tor Robe rt W . Schon­
in g ~ald tha t o ne of th e goa ls of th e 
Scrvice is to admini s ter its ti na nci a l 
a\s is ta nce programs in suc h a way 
tha t. o n balance . th e progra ms will be 
cons iste nt with the needs a nd objec­
ti ves of sound rc~ource managcment. 
thu~ he lping ac hl e\e one of the pri-

ma ry objec ti ves o f the Service­
a via bl e U .S . fishing industry. Schon­
ing sa id th a t the dec ision concerning 
the conditi o na l fis hery was reac hed af­
te r cons id era tion of all comments 
rccei\ed from the interested publi c 
a nd oth er age ncy offic ia ls which were 
so l ic i ted ea rl ie r th is yea r . The o ffici a l 
a nn o un ceme nt of th e new pol icy was 
publi shed in th e Federal Register 10 
Jul y 197 '+ . 

Whale Watching Grows 
to Be a Big Business 

December agai n ope ns South ern 
Ca lifornia's unique winter pastime­
whale wa tc hin g- now confirm ed to 
be a million-doll a r-plus business by 
the Comme rce Departmen t's a ti o na l 
Oceanic and Atmosp heric Admin­
istration. 

Eac h yea r between December a nd 
" arc h g ray wha les. £.lc hriCl i// .I ro­

/1/11///1 , move from the Be rin g Sea to 
their Baja Ca lifor ni a breeding a nd 
nursery grounds. This a nnua l sout h­
ward migration close to the Ca li for nia 
coast has. over th e yea rs. ge nera ted 
considerable spec ta tor interest. 

In a survey of va ri o us boat a nd 
la ndin g opera tors early this yea r. 
biologists wi th NOAA's National M a­
rine Fisheries Service discovered th a t 
about 11 5 .000 enthu sias ts spe nt so me 
$750.000 for seve ra l hundred whale 
watching crui ses o n 27 boat between 

u.s. Atlantic Coast 
Fishing Guide Issued 

One of th e most e.\te nsive and de­
tai led marine '>port fish ing guides . 
"The Anglers ' Guide to the Un ited 
States Atlantic Coast." has been pub­
li shed by the Commerce Department's 

a ti o na l Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Adm ini stra ti o n . S ubtitl ed "Fish. Fish­
ing G rounds. a nd Fishlllg Facilities." 
the 14 X 16 1'2 -in ch guide thoroughly 
covers marine a ngling from Maine to 
Florida in e ight sepa rate 16 to 20-
page sections . It ""as compiled b) 
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December 1973 and March 197.+ 
A noth er est imated '5200.000 ""as '>pent 
o n ~uc h associated Item~ a~ food. 
par"ing . tran~portation. and lodging. 
bring in g to ta l crui.,c c,\pend iture\ to 
nearly $ 1.000.000. The additiona l 
dail) tab for food. etc .. a t $ 1.75 per 
per~on . comes from a Similar estimate 
used in the "1970 National Survc) of 
Huntin g and Fishi ng" and represents 
money that would not otherwise have 
been ~pent . 

Whale watching activi ti es a t the Ca­
brillo ational Monument. one of the 
areas where shore-based observa ti o ns 
can be made. added another estimated 
$ 150.000 to the wha le watching va lues. 
a nd broug ht th e combined tota l to 
$ 1.100.000 . While about 100.000 
visito r -days a re recorded monthly at 
Ca bri ll o Nationa l Monument. some 
.+ 1.000 people attended a free movie 
o n g ray whales dunng the mi gra tion 
period . Estimating $2.00 per day for 
t he ne t economic ben efi ts associa tcd 
with whale watching (a monetary 
projec ti o n derived from Water Re­
sources Council gU idelines on rec­
reational va lu es). and assumlllg the 
additional expenses o f $ 1.75 per dJ.\ 
fo r food. transportation. and lodglllg 
for th e .+ 1.000 visitors. the researchers 
ca lcul a ted the $ 150.000 per year re­
turn from wh a le ""atching at Cabrillo 

a ti ona l M onument. 
The values measured are onl) esti­

ma tes. the researchers pOint l1Ut. 
w hi c h in no way measures the public 
va lu e associated "'Ith presen IIlg the 
gray whale as a species. As measures 
of direct and IIldlrect e,\pendltures 
o n w hale watchi ng cruises and shore­
based whal e watching values. however. 
the estimates are belie\ed \alid. 
though conserv ative . 

G)"'!J' 'N .' ..t: 
. ,~ 
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NOAA's National l arine Fi herie~ 
Service in coopera ti on with many fi~h­
ery biologists. State and Federal Agen­
c ies. sport and commercial fishermen. 
fishing facilit) opera tors. and others. 

Detailed descriptions of the fi h . 
fishing areas. :lnd techniques are com­
plemented by colorful. chart-sized 
maps which indi cate the best fishing 
grou nds a nd ot her land and ocea nic 



fea ture o f int e res t to spo rt fi s he rme n . 
"Angle rs' Guide" secti o ns cove r : Sec­
ti o n L Passa ma qu oddy Bay. Me. to 
C ape Cod . M ass.: Secti o n II. a n­
tucket Shoa ls to Lo ng Is la nd Sound : 
Sectio n III. Bl ock Is la nd , N.Y . to 
Ca pe M ay, N .J . : a nd Secti o n IV , De la­
wa re Bay to Fa lse Ca pe, Va. Secti o n 
L II. a nd IV cos t $-J..I 5 each, a nd 
Secti o n III cos ts $-+' 30. They ca n be 
o rde red fro m th e Supe rint e nde nt of 
D ocum e nts. U.S. Gove rnme nt Pri n t­
in g Office, W as hin gto n , DC 20-102. 
Secti o ns V-VIII w ill be print ed soon . 

The m os t com mon a nd popul ar 
spo rt fi sh in each secti o n a re de­
sc ribed , inc ludin g commo n a nd sc i­
enti fic na mes. a nd s izes: ave rage : 
" unusu a ll y la rge": la rgest : and th e 
tackl e record . Each spec ies' pre fe r­
ence fo r bott o m type a nd de pth, te m ­
pe ra tu re, a nd info rma ti o n o n the 
seaso n ca ught and best fis hin g cond i­
ti o ns a re li sted . Tips on the best 
fis hin g me th ods a nd the mos t po pul a r 
and produc ti ve ba its and lures a re 
a lso given . 

Gene ra l a rri va l times o f mi gra nt 
spo rt fish a re to ld as a re o the r seasona l 
move me nts and the hab its of yea r­
roun d res ide nt spec ies. O cean Aoor 
con fig u rat io n is d esc ri bed a lo ng with 
gene ra l ti de a nd weathe r conditi o ns. 
Other ite ms of int e res t inc lude th e 
e ffec ts th a t po lluti o n. e tu a rin e deve l­
o pm ent. and ove rfis hin g have ha d o n 
fis h s tocks and th e ma rin e po rt fis h­
ery. Ma rin e fis hin g is traced fro m 
earli es t E ur opea n ex plo ra ti o n a nd 
colo ni za ti o n fo r mos t coas ta l secti o ns 
a nd th e dec line o f some o f th e fis h 
stocks is no ted . 

M a p fea tures o f in teres t to a ngle rs 
in c lud e s hoa ls, gull ys. ledges , ba nl-.. s. 
wrec ks, li ght ships, je ttys, ba rs, ree fs, 
cha nn e ls , ca nyo ns, w hi stl e buoys. a nd 
the like. Suc h la nd fea tures as na­
ti o na l a nd sta te par l-.. s, forests , w ildlife 
a reas, ca mps ites , etc. a re a lso s hown . 
Whil e th e ma ps a re no t int ended fo r 
nav iga ti o na l use. numbe r~ of cor res­
po ndin g N a ti o na l O cea n Sur vey c ha rt s 
a re I iSled fo r reference . 

T a bl es keyed to each ma p pro \ ide 
ex tens ive da ta o n spo rt fis hin g fac il ­
iti es, suppli es, a nd se rvices. The num­
be r o f boa tin g fac iliti es pe r loca ti o n 
is give n and ava il a bl e re nta ls a re 
c lassed as ro wboa ts, outboa rd s. cha rte r 
boa ts. pa rt y boa t , run a bouts. o r s l-..iffs. 

La un chin g ramps (sur faced or na tu ra l). 
and ho ists (fixed o r po rt able) are 
li s ted if ava il a bl e. as a re mar in e ra il ­
ways. Tid a l ra nges, a nd a pproach a nd 
a lo ngs ide d ep ths a re give n in feet. 
S uppli es a nd se rvices me nti o ned in ­
cl ude ba it. tac kl e. gaso lin e o r diese l 
fu e l. water, ice . g roce ri e . moo rin gs . 
be rth s, e lectr ic it y , mo to r o r hull re­
pa irs, food , lodg in g, to il ets, a nd show­
ers. A 72-word glossa ry in each sec t ion 
defi nes words ra ngin g fro m "A nad ro­
mous" to "W et F ly." 

A uth o rs Bruce L. F reem a n a nd 

Fore ign Fishery Developments 

Lione l A . Wa lford consulted e'.ten ­
sive l ~ wit h commercial a nd ,port fi.,her­
men. coastal warden" outdoor \Hlter, . 
State and Federal fisherie., biologists 
and operators of mann as. bait and 
tacl-.. le shops , and boat I"ene., . Other 
important information wa, .,upplled b) 
state parI-.. , forest. and recreation agen­
cies as we ll as the alional ParI-.. 
Se rvice. and th e U.S . Fish a nd Wild life 
Se rvice (formerly the U .S . Bureau 01 
Sport Fisheri es and Wildlife ) The 
"Anglers' Guide" will be useful to most 
east coast sa ltwa ter sport fishermen. 

Japanese Buy More U.S. Seafood in 1973 

J apa n 's imports of seafood fro m 
the U nit ed Sta tes increased from 
US$25 milli o n in 1972 to $89 m; ll io n 
In 1973. Thi s thr eefo ld inc rease 
boos ted th e U.S. sha re of th e J apa nese 
ma r ke t from -I pe rce nt in 1972 to 8 
pe rce nt in 197.1 a nd made the U ni ted 
Sta tes J a pa n 's thi rd la rges t su pp li e r 
of fi hery pr od uc ts afte r South K o rea 
and T a iwa n . T hi s ach ieveme nt is eve n 
mo re re ma rk a bl e in view of th e phe­
no me na l surge in J a pa n 's fis hery im ­
po rt s whi c h we nt fro m $6 18 m illi o n in 
1972 to $ 1 billi o n in 1973. 

Sa lm o n was th e mos t va lua ble U .S. 
seafood ex port so ld to the Ja pa nese 
in 1973: $29 milli on worth of sa lmo n 
was expo rt ed , accountin g fo r 70 pe rcent 
of J a pa n 's to ta l sa lm o n imports. Sa lm­
o n roes (" ikura" a nd "sujiko" com ­
bined ) were wo rth $26 m ill ion a nd ac­
count ed fo r a igni fica nt 7 1 pe rce nt o f 
the J a panese marke t. On ly a decade 
ago th ese va lu a bl e roes were be in g di s­
ca rded as wo rthl ess. O ne of th e mos t 
surpri si ng d eve lo pm ent s in 1973 was 
th e deve lo pm ent of a izeable ta nner 
c rab e'. po rt industry. U.S. ex po rt s 
of ta nne r c ra bs to J a pa n we nt from 
$29 ,000 in 1972 to $1-1 milli o n in 
1973 a nd acco unt ed for 67 percent of 
J apa n 's to ta l impo rt s of th a t species. 
U.S. herrin g roe ex po rt s were worth 
$5 m illio n , but acco unt ed for onl) 6.5 
percent of th e $77 m ill ion ","orth of 
he rrin g roc impo rt ed by the Japanese 
durin g th e yea r (b) contrast. 100 per­
ce nt of J a pan 's "herring roe on I-..elp" 
ca me fr o m th e United ta tes, but thiS 
was wo rth less than $ 1 million). Fro-

35 

zen shri mp was th e fifth most valu ­
ab le seafood e'.po rt ed by (o r tra n-
h ip ped through) th e Un it ed Sta tes 

to J a pan in 1973 : $3 mill io n wo rth 
o f frozen sh rimp was se nt. but thl'> 
acco unt ed for only a m inuscul e 0.7 
pe rcent of th e $-132 milli on wo rth 
of shrim p bought by J apan in 1973. 

Table I provid es da ta on United 
Sta tes eafood exports to J a pan 111 

1973 a nd s hows th e perce nt age each 
pr odu c t he ld of the J apanc.,c Import 
mar ke t du r ing th e year . Table 2 pro-

Table 1.-The va lue of Japan' s fishery imports 
from the United Stales as compared w ith 
Japan 's total fishery imports, by selected 
fishery products , 1973 

Percent 
Imported 

United Total f am the 
Pro duc t States Impor s c' S 

Abalon e 
Aquarium fish 
Crab 
Eel 
Elvers 
HerrIng 
Herrrn g roe 
Hernn g roe 

on kelp 
Salm on 
Sal mon roe 

( Ikura) 
Salmon roe 

(SuJlkol 
Scallops 
Sea shells 
Sea urchm roe 
Shrimp 
Tunas 

Bluef," 
Skipj ack 
YellowJ," 

Other products 

Total ,mports 

USsr 000 

491 
352 

14.0 t 1 
37 
66 

1828 
5.040 

575 
29.168 

1 842 

24678 
62 

1256 
872 

3128 

4359 
24q 

20.866 
3851<; 
15.163 
6.877 

77 509 

575 
41 191 

2101 

44 191 
4359 
2.634 
9.308 

432994 

1 678 3.563 
3 1 745 

11 18.859 
3.704 371 556 

88 802 t 099 17! 

SOURCE Japanese Customs Returns 
Exchange Rate 273 yen = USS l 00 

Percent 

1 t 3 
H1 
67 1 

o 
4 

266 
6.5 

1000 
708 

877 

708 
14 

477 
94 

47 I 
2 
1 

10 

81 


